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Nurse Practitioner Association of Canada
Advocates for Public Funding of Nurse
Practitioner Care in Canada

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA, July 17, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --
The Nurse Practitioner Association of Canada (NPAC-AIIPC) is calling on the Council
of the Federation to take immediate action to expand public funding to include
nurse practitioner (NP) care across Canada. This critical move will enhance the
accessibility, efficiency, and effectiveness of healthcare services nationwide.

Nurse practitioners play an essential role in the Canadian healthcare system,
providing high-quality, patient-centered care and addressing the increasing
demand for healthcare services. The growing complexity of healthcare needs and
an aging population have placed significant strain on our healthcare system. NPs,
with their advanced education and training, are uniquely positioned to alleviate
some of this pressure. They diagnose and treat illnesses, prescribe medications,
order diagnostic and laboratory tests, and manage both acute and chronic
conditions. In many underserved and rural areas, NPs are often the primary, if not
the only, healthcare providers available. However, the lack of consistent public
funding across provinces and territories limits their ability to serve communities to
their full potential.

Key Benefits of Publicly Funding Nurse Practitioner Care:

e Improved Access to Care: Publicly funded NP services can significantly
improve access to healthcare, especially in rural and underserved areas,
ensuring all Canadians have timely access to primary care services.

o Cost-Effectiveness: Research has shown that care provided by NPs is cost-
effective. With lower salaries compared to physicians, NPs can reduce
emergency room visits and hospital admissions by providing preventive care
and effectively managing chronic diseases.
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e High-Quality Care: Studies consistently demonstrate that the quality of care
provided by NPs is comparable to that of physicians, with high patient
outcomes, satisfaction, and adherence to treatment plans.

e Workforce Optimization: Fully integrating NPs into the publicly funded
healthcare system will better utilize the skills and expertise of the entire
healthcare workforce, addressing current shortages of healthcare
professionals and distributing the workload more evenly.

e Enhanced Patient-Centered Care: NPs often spend more time with patients,
providing education, counseling, and support, which improves health
outcomes and enhances the overall patient experience.

Recommendations for the Council of the Federation:

e Standardize Public Funding for NPs: Develop a consistent approach across all
provinces and territories to include NP services in public health funding
models.

e Promote Interprofessional Collaboration: Foster collaborative practice
environments where NPs, physicians, and other healthcare professionals
work together to deliver comprehensive care.

About NPAC

The Nurse Practitioners Association of Canada (NPAC) is the national voice of Nurse
Practitioners, representing NPs in every province and territory. NPAC advocates for
evidence-based policy, education, and practice environments that enable NPs to
deliver accessible, high-quality care to all Canadians.
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